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BURDA, I. A piece of woolen cloth used since pre-Islamic times, which was worn as a 
cloak by day and used as a blanket by night; that of the Prophet has become famous. As 
a reward for Ka' bb. Zuhayr’s (q.v.) poem, he made him a present of the burda he was 
wearing. It was bought from the son of the poet by Mu’awiya and was preserved in the 
treasury of the ’Abbasid Caliphs until the occupation of Baghdad by the Mongols. 
Hulegil caused it to be burned but it was afterwards claimed that the real burda of the 
Prophet was saved and it is still preserved in Constantinople. 


Bibliography: Dozy, Dictionnaries des noms de vetements ehez les Arabes, 
Amsterdam, 1845, 59-64; R Basset, La Banat So’add, Algiers, 1910,90-91 and 
the authors quoted. On the sacred relics in Istanbul, see Tahsin Oz, Hirka-i-Saadet 
Dairesi ve Emanet-i-Mukaddese, Istanbul 1953. 

2, The name of a celebrated poem by al-Busiri(q,v,). According to the 

legend he composed it when he was cured of a paralytic stroke which had seized 
him, by the Prophet’s throwing his mantle over his shoulders as he had done on a 
previous occasion for Ka’b b. Zuhayr. The fame of this miraculous cure spread 
and the poem, which w'as entitled “Al-Kaw'akib Al-Durriyya fi Madh Khayr Al- 
Barriyya,” came to bear the name Burda. Its verses are supposed to have 
supernatural powers. They are still employed at the present day as charm and 
recited at burials. No other Arabic poem has attained such renown.Over ninety 
commentaries have been written on it in Arabic, Persian, Turkish and Berber; the 
takhmis, the tathiith and the tashtir that have been made from it are innumerable. 
The poem begins with the usual nisab in the style of ancient Arabic poetry; the 
author then proceeds to regret his youth and confess his faults. His career is 
contrasted with that of Prophet, whose miracles , related according to tradition, 
fill the following verses. The poem concludes with a supplication to Prophet Muhammad 
and several verses in his honour . There is no trace of Sufism in it. Among the 
chief commentaries may be mentioned the first in terms of date, that of Abu 
Shama 'Abd al Rahman b, Isma’il a! Damishki(596-665AH/1199-1266AD)copies of 
which are preserved in Paris (Bib. Nat., no. 1620) and Munich(no.547); that of 
lbn Mazruk of Telmcen (died 842AH/1438-39) described by Dozy as “stupendus et 
horrendus”; that of Khalid al-Azhari (died 905AH/1499-1 500AD) which has been 
several times printed, occasionally with that of Ibrahim al-Badjuri(died 24 Dhu 
‘1-Ka’da 1276AH/13 June I860AD); that of Ibn Asliur (Cairo 1296). The text was 
published for the first time at Leiden by Uri in 1761 under the title Carimen 
Mysticum Borda Dictum, with a Latin translation. Since then it has often been 
reprinted, particularly in the East, and there is hardly a Madimu’ of edifying text 
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which does not contain it. Jn the West, von Rosen we ig’s edition may be 
mentioned :FunkeInde Wandelsterne zum Lobe des Besten der Geschopfe (Vienna 
1824), with a German translation and notes. The best edition is that of Rolfs, 
published after his death by Behrnauer, Die Burda, ein Lobgedicht auf 
Muhammadf Vienna 1860), with translations into Persian, Turkish and German; 
it dose not however contain the series of apocryphal verses given by von 
Rosenweig. The Burda has been translated into various languages; without 
enumerating all the translations, we may mention, in addition to those men¬ 
tioned above, that of de Sacy(at the end of the Exposition de la Foi Musulmane 
by Pir Ali Birgevi, translated by Garcin de Tassy, Paris 1822) and that of 
R. Basset, with a commentary ( Paris 1894); that of Redhouse, The Burda 
(in W, A Cluston, Arabian Poetry for English Readers 322-341, Glasgow 
1881); G. Gabrieli’s Italian translation, al-Burdatayn(Florence 1901), 30-85, 
with notes. 

Bibliography. R. Basset, Les Manuscnts Arabes des Bibliothecjues des Zaouias 

d Ain Madhi ct Femacin.Algiers 1866, 46-54; 1. Goldziher, in Revue de 

I'Histoire des Religions, Vol.xxxi, 304 ff,; Broekelmann, I, 264-266. 
(R. Basset) 


Pp; 1314-15, Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol 
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“The Qasidatu ‘L Burda ( Mantle Ode) of A! - Bust ri is a hymn in praise of the 
Prophet. Its author was born in Egypt in 1212 A.D. We know scarcely 
anything concerning his life, which, as he himself declares, was passed in writ¬ 
ing poetry and paying court to the great (i); but his biographers tell us that he 
supported himself by copying manuscripts, and that he was a disciple of the 
eminent Sufi, Abu "Al Abbas Ahmad AhMarsu It is said that he composed the 
Burda while suffering from a stroke which paralysed one half of his body. After 
praying God to heal him, he began to recite the poem. Presently he fell asleep 
and dreamed that he saw the Prophet who touched his palsied side and threw 
his mantle (Burda) over him. (2) “Then/ 9 said al-Busin, “I awoke and found 
myself able to rise.” However this may be, the Mantle Ode is held in extraord¬ 
inary veneration by Muhammadans, Its verses are often learned by heart and 
inscribed in golden letters on the walls of public buildings; and not only is the 
whole poem regarded as charm against evil, but some peculiar magical power is supposed 
to reside in each verse separately. Although its poetical merit is no 
more than respectable , the Burda may be read with pleasure on account of its 
smooth and elegant style, and with interest as setting forth in brief compass the 
















mediaeval legend of the Prophet—a legend full of prodigies and miracles in 
which the historical figure of Muhammad is glorified almost beyond recognition 


Pp: 326-327, A Literay History of the Arabs, A.R.Reynold A.Nicholson, 
Cambridge, 
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Among the Arabs, religious poetry mainly followed the classical models, and 
the poets lavishly decorated panegyric to the Prophet Muhammad with 
every conceivable rhetorical embellishment. Examples of this trend include 
Al-Burda (The Mantle) of Al-Busiri (died 1298)upon which dozens of 
commentaries have been written ( and which has been translated into most of 
the languages of Muslims because of the power to bless attributed to it). 


Page 53, col. II Vol. 22, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 14th Edition, 1988. 
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“The mystical poetry of the Arabs is far inferior, as a whole, to that of the Persians, 
Fervour and passion it has in the highest degree, but it lacks range and substance, 
not to speak of imaginative and speculative power 'Umar Ibnu 
U-F’arid(1 181-1235A.D.), though he is undoubtedly the poet of 
Arabian mysticism.cannot sustain a comparison with his great Persian contemporary, 
Jalalu’l-Din Rumi(1273 A.D); he surpasses him only in the intense glow 
and exquisite beauty of his diction, it will be convenient to reserve a further 
account of Ibnu 1 -F"arid for the next chapter, where we discuss the development 
of Sufism during this period, Finally, two writers claim attention who owe 
their reputation to single poeins--a by no means rare phenomenon in the 
history of Arabic Literature. One of these universally celebarated odes is the 
Ladmiyyatul A jam (the ode rhymingin i of the non-Arabs) composed in 
the year 1111 A.D, by Tughrai ; the other is the Burda (Mantle Ode) of 
Busiri, which I take the liberty of mentioning in this chapter, although its 
author died some forty years after the Mongol Invasion,” 

Page 225 - 226. A Literary History of the Arabs, A.R.Nicholson. Cambridge, 1953 
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History of indigenous education in Panjab since annexation and in 1882 
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The Punjab is classic ground. Not merely the celebrated country between the Indus 
and the Jumna, but also the whole province teems with noble recollections. The 
history of its culture will tell us of a simple worship which long withstood the 
superstitions of the priests and warriors whom it had itself sent to conquer the South; 
of an ardent republicanism allied to the most chivalrous devotion to chiefs; of a 
capacity for self government not equalled elsewhere; and. above all, of the universal 
respect for learning and of the general spread of education. The priest was a professor 
and poet, and in several tribes, castes and classes, as will be shown further on. 
education was a religious, social or professional duty. 
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Is it because of the reminiscences of friends at "Zu-Salam" 
that you have mixed the tears with blood flowing in streams 
from your eyes? ABDUR-RAHTM MUHAMMAD ZERRUQUE 












Ui is it because the wind lias blown from Hie direction of 
Ka^tmah or is it because of (he (lash of lightning in dark of 
night from the mourn of ‘'IzarrT? 
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What ails both your eves that the more I ask them not to shed 
tears the more they How ? 

What is wrong with your heart that the more I ask it regain its 
senses T the more it is distracted? 
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Docs the ardent lover think that his love is concealed .while his 
eyes shed tears .while his heart is burning with inordinate love? 
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If not for love . you should nol have shed Lears over the desolated 
abode ol vour friend nor should you have passed a sleepless night 
at the recollection of the cypress and the high mountains. 
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ardent love has impressed upon your two cheeks the two lines 
f tears and emaciation like Bupthalmus and Carob-tree fruit. 








Yes, the phantom of the beloved visits me at night and keeps me 
awake .Surely pains break in upon the pleasures of love. 







O you who blames me for love,(accept) from me an excuse (as 
that of “Uzra” tribe noted for forbearance),And if you be fair, you 
would not have chided me. 
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May you, Loo, be infected with my (agonizing) condition. My 
secret oi love is not to be concealed from my (unsympathetic) 
slanderers nor my disease served. 
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I have indeed suspecled the admonition of grey hairs as mv rcvilers; 
h Lt L g re y hai rs are a bo vc suspici o n in giving si ne e re ; id v i e c. 
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The soLil has not prepared a sumptuous diet of virtuous works to 
receive the guest who has come upon my head unabashed. 
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Had 1 known that \ should noi honour him. I should have concealed 
it by dint of a dye . 




Who is (.here to help me (in my struggle ) to curb the caprice of its 
vice just as stubborn horses arc restrained by bridles. 






Propose not, therefore, to curb its inclination in its perversity for 
food makes the desire vigorous in the greedy. 




Anti the soul is like a child who, if you let ii grow with die love 
for breast-feeding, its desire lor sticking will grow, but if you 
wean it. it will be weaned. 
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So turn away its desire, and be on guard lest you should leL it have 
command over you, for surely passion, when it gains the upper 
hand, either kills or brings its subjects into disrepute. 








Keep it under observation while it grazes in the field of activities, 
for if it finds the pasture palatable, do not allow it to graze. 






How often has it made lethal pleasure seem fair to man, while he 
is not aware there is poison in the gravy. 
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And fear the artifices of hunger and satiation, for many an empty- 
bellied is more harmful than indigestion. 
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And oppose the soul and the devil and rebel against both, and i f 
they offer you sincere advice, doubt it . 





And obey them not either as adversary or arbiter, for you know 
the devices of the adversary and of the arbiter. 
















Nor have I prayed except what is obligatory or observed the fast 
except what is obligatory . 
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It is wrong of me to neglect the practice of one who kept the 
darkness ( of night) awake (with devotions), until his feet 
complained of pain and swelling . 
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He tied his bowels caused by hunger and bound his waist with folds of 
delicate skin with stone in it. 











High mountains of gold tried to seduce him but he showed them 
utter disdain, 
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Were U not for him, the world would have nol been brought into 
e x i ste nee fro m non -exi s t ence. 
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Muhammad is the noblest of the two worlds and the two creations; 
and l he t w o rue e s of A rab an d n o n - A n i K, 










He is our Prophet who bids (us to do good )and forbids (us to do 
evil).There is no one more pious in saying l Yes’ or ‘No’(to a 
question). 
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He is the dearest (of God) whose intercession is looked forward 
to, for every kind of peril. 





He called (them) to (the faith of) God; so those who adhere to it. 
cling to a cord which never snaps. 
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Who towers: above all the prophets in form and character; whom 
they do not equal in knowledge or generosity. 
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All of lhem ask for a handful of ihe ocean (of his knowledge] or 
for a sip of incessant rain (of his clemency). 
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For he is the oneself in whom the (good pans) of the inner man 
and the outer man became complete.Then the Creator chose him 
as His favourite. 
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He is lar above others in his elegant manners in excellence (of 
character) he is a (jewel) of man, indivisible (in nature). 





Leave aside what the Nazarenes have claimed for their Prophet judge 
(him) by what you like in his praise and dispute. 
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Attribute to his personality what you wish of honour or dignity, and 
ascribe to his rank what you wish of greatness. 
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For verily, the excellence of the Messenger of God has no limit, so 
that, one may utter one’s words clearly. 
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If his miracles were in proportion to his worth, his name, when invoked 
should have resuscitated effaced decayed bones. 
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He did not lest us with what should confound our intelligence out of 
strong desire for us. And so we doubt not,nor do we misconceive. 
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Thou wilt therefore* not see far or near anyone who can evaluate it. 
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(He is )like the sun which appears small to the (naked) eyes from a 
distance but dims the eye-sight from close. 




How could a sleepy people in this world grasp his real nature They 
are consoled by dreams (of him) instead. 





So all our knowledge about him is that he is a man, and that he is most 
excellent of God's creation. 
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And all the miracles that the noble Prophets have performed have but 
been derived from his light. 












How noble is a Prophet in constitution whose disposition adorns him; 
whom beau tv invested; whom cheerfulness distinguished! 
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He is like (he blossoms in smoothness, (he full moon in nobility, the 
sea in generosity and time in resolution. 
















As though the pearl latent in a shell were of the two ores-speech and 
smiling from him . 
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There is no perfume which can be equal to the dust which his bones 
contain; blessed be he who smells and kisses it. 
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His birth revealed his good origin. How good is the beginning and 
end] 
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The large public haEI of Chosroes became cracked beyond repair. Like 
unio Lhe people of the Chosroes, 




And ii afflicted (the city of) Sawa that its lake should ebb, and who 
arrived there (for water) was angrily turned w'hen he felt thirst for it. 






And the fire became extinct through grid in its respirations, and the 
river began to recede through repentance. 




As though in the fire, through sadness, (there was ) the wetness with 
water and in the water, the burning of the fire. 

(Verse-64 j 
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Then the genie cried out and the lights rose and spread and the truth 
appeared in sense and in words. 
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They were blind and deaf, and the good news proclaimed (to them ) 
were not listened to nor the admonition of lightning heeded, 










After that they had seen the meteors on the horizon falling similar to 
what (happened) to the idols on earth . 
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Until the devils (led following the trails of one another away from the 
track Through which Revelation came. 




In their (devils) flight they were like the brave heroes of Abraha or the 
army hurled with pebbles from his (the Prophet's) hands. 








Which he threw after their glorifying in his palms just as Jonah, when 
he glorified God. was cast off from the entrails of the swallowing 
whale. 
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At his(thc Prophet’s) call, the trees came yielding, walking towards 
him on legs without feet. 
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As if they were drawing lines for what their branches wrote of an 
admirable writing in the main line of the path. 








Like the cloud which went with (him ), protecting him from the sun's 
howl-like heat at the noon-tide, being very hot, 









What the cave contained of great good and generosity. And every eye 
of the infidels was blind to it. 
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And (the man of ) veracity is in the cave, and the righteous did not 
budge, They were saying, "no one in the cave' 
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They thought that the Doves would not hover about, and they imagined 
that the spider would not weave around the best of creation. 
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Cud’s pro tec lion made (him) do without double armours and high 
fortresses. 





I imc has not done me any wrong while I sought protection with him 
(the Prophet ) Only 1 received his protection without it being infringed. 
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1 did not beseech for sufficiency salvation of the two worlds from his 
hand (beneficent gift).But I received the gift from the best hand (that 
never refused a suppliant). 
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And jhat (happened ) when he uuaincd pruphothoud. So the state ot 
n dreamer is noi denied about him ■ 
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God is above (of all what the dis-believers sav ol Him ). No revelation 
is an acquisition and no Prophet is suspected of supernatural things. 




Many a diseased recovered by the mere touch,of his hand).And many 
a knot (of man )was set free from the fit of sanity . 




And his supplication made the year of drought to be alive; so much 
so. that it was spoken of as Lite best (year) in the season of rich, 
vegetation. 





By the clouds that sent down abundant rain, you would have thought 
of the wide valley containing pebbles and running water Irom the 
ocean and the valley 






Let me alone any description of (some of) his signs (miracles) which 
becomes apparent like those of the fire of the reception by night on 
the mountain top, (Verse-88) 
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And pearls increase in beauty when they are strung, while they are not 
undervalued when unstrung. 

(Verse-89) 







The aspiringness of the panegyrist is not extended to reach the Noble 
qualities and habits of the Prophet. 

(Verse-90) 




Verses of truth from the AII-Merciful, novel they may be,an eternal 
attribute of Him Who is Himself eternally pre-Existent. 
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They have do link with any age and they tel! us ot the here-after, ot 
Ad and Irani. 






They remain for ever with us and they excel every miracles of other 
Prophets .Lo! the latter came but did not last. 
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Verses which arc precise leaving no room for vagueness to people 
of discord, nor do they wish for rational thinking, 
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h lias never been challenged except that the most severest of its 
opponents returned to it giving, themselves up to it . 





Their eloquence rejected the pretensions of its opponents just as the 
jealous husband repels the free liberty of the criminal to his wife. 






<ji y b/ Of -br-^cf 



.U 7 l 


A 



They have ideas like [he waves of [he sea ai I'll!) Lidc.bul above ltie 
pearls in beauty and vat llc. 





The wondrous nature of the Qur'an cannot be computed nor enumerated. 
Nor does it arouse boredom through repeated reading. 




Its reader’s eye is delighted and so I said to him: You have achieved 
the cord of God; hold fast (to it). 
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If you recite it out of fear of the heat of the Blazing Fire you have put 
out the heat of the Fire with its refreshing recitation 







II is lake the fountain lil which the laces of the disobedient become 
whitened, when they conic to it as black as charcoal. 









ii is, as El were,the Sirat, and ihe balance in equitable composition: 
lor justice, by any other means, cannot he established among people. 
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The eye sometimes denies sunshine due to inflammation of the eyes, 
and the mouth denies the taste of the water due to illness. 






O! the Prophet, the Best of those to whose Court, the seekers of the 
magnificence wend their way, running and (mounted) upon the loins 
of fleet camels. 







Thou travelled by night from one sanctuary to (another} sanctuary just 
as the full moon runs its course in the darkness oi night. 






And thou did continue to ascend until thou reached the stage of Two 
Bow-shots, not attained (by others) and not aimed at. 





And all the Prophets and Messengers sent you in advance-the Master 
advancing over the servants . 
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And ihou traversed with them the seven spheres (oft he heaven) in a 
retinue in which thou was the banner-bearer. 

















Thy 1 □ w credst cve ry rank i n relation U o oihers) w hen l h ou wast ea11ed 
uj mount slid higher like the sole distinguished and outstanding man. 




However thou might have a link with one (God) who is veiled from. 
the eyes (of people) and a mystery kept secret. 





You were in your glory which no one could share and thou passed 
through every state ( of spiritual progress) free from the world. 
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Exalted and sublime were the ranks you were put in and rare were the 
favours you acquired. 









fCfiteJl'j JflJtftjji'lf'f 
[}>><!& yui-£f 

k\i^Cfk ijiy^i 

-I u>l j/y’ 



With the advent of the Holy Prophet came Good News to us -Islam. 
Through Divine Providence ( we have a chief supporter ) a pillar 
undemolishable. 




When God called (the Prophet) “the most honoured of Messengers 
calling us to obey Him (God), we became the noblest of nations. 
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The tidings of his mission instilled fear into hearts of the enemies as 
a faint noise scared away a heedless cattle. 








He ceaselessly encountered them in every battle until through the 
lances they were left like flesh on meat counter 




I" IK 



y: 0 j ^ Cp^Jfal ^ J J> 'j^y * 


s ' ) ibfj ^ ^b^ 1 

,^'^J 

*• * 

(j > ^ A (p^ ^ij'j'tJi^/ 

tf 

OW^PJk 






T Ei c y w i sh ed to ft cc , a n d t hey a! i 1 10 s t c nv i e d the se ve re c 1 m e m be rs o I' t h e b ody, 
soaring (into die air) wilh eagles and vultures. 
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The nights passed, and they knew not Iheir number, when these were not 
nights of the sacred months. 





The religion (of Islam) as it were a guest ill at had alighted in the theatre of 
battle with every noble brood horse-man eager to devour the flesh of his 
enemies. 









He used to command a sea of an army mounted on fleet horses that hurled 
waves of dashing heroes. 






Everyone of them responded to his call, expecting a reward in hereafter, 
attakingfwith a view to) exterminating disbelief (from earth). 
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Eventually, the religion of Islam, after its exile from its country (Makkah) 
became tied to its kinship. 






For ever guaranteed through them with the best father and best husband, so 
that it shall not become an orphan or a widow. 




They (the Prophet's followers) were like mountains* and ask about them of 
him who fought with them (as to) his experience in each encounter, 
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Inquire about [the battles of) Hunain, Badr, and Uhud, seasons of destruction 
more calamitous than epidemic. 






They brought out their swords red after they reached every black lock of the 
hair of the enemies. 
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They wrote with spears marked with brown lines whose pens did not leave 
one body of a letter not provided with dis critical points. 





Bristling with arms (armed to the teeth), who have a mark that distinguishes 
them, for the rose is distinguished from the acacia by its mark. 
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The w i nd o t victory won Id feteh you thei r fragrance so tha t y ou would think 
that every warrior is a flower in the bod, 





As if they were, on the backs of the steeds, the plants of hills, by reason of 
their resoluteness and not on account of the lightness of [heir girths. 






The hearts ol the enemies were in a state of corn motion on account of despair 
and fear so that thou could not distinguish whether they were warriors or 
lambs. 
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For whose assistance is from the Messenger of God. if lions encounter him 
in their own dens, they become dejected (with fear). 
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Never will you find a friend unaided by him nor an enemy mortally 
struck by him. 






He has caused his people to take root in the sanctuary of his creed 
as a lion lodges with its cubs in the thicket. 





How many words of God have contended with disputants 
concerning him and how many proofs have defeated antagonists. 
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Your unlettcrdncss suffices you as a miracle in the Time of 
Ignorance and so is your discipline in orphanhood. 
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I have served him and composed a panegyrical poem by means 
of which [ ask pardon lor sins commuted in the pasl in composing 
poems ( on ai he t s ubjeels } and services (rende red to othe i s). 







Since ( my sen ices ) which have invested me with that of which 
the consequences ate to be feared, as if I were through them a 
sacrifice from among camels. 





I yielded eq the temptations of youth, and l achieved nothing but 
sins and regrets. 







My soul,what a pity in its traffic! Me has neither sought religion 
for the here after nor negotiated lor it. 








He who sells his future (world.) for the present, it will become 
manifest for him that he is duped in the sale and in the negotiation 
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Ifl have committed any crime, my covenant with the Prophet is 
not infringed,nor my cord (of link with him) is severed. 
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For verily, I have covenant of protection from him through my 
being named Muhammad T and among mankincl he fulfills best 
his promises. 








If in my act seeking asylum, there is not one to stand by me, out 
of grace, then, say, alas, the slip of the fool. 
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WeaI th fro m h i m wi 1 1 not el u de a hand p i nc hed ■ w j t h pove rt y, fo r 
the rain causes flowers to grow on the hills. 
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And 1 have not wished the splendour of this world which hands 
of Zuhayr plucked ( achieved) for praising Haram, 















O ihe noblest of creation! 1 do not have anyone except you to take 
refuge with on the occurrence of the universal calamity. 




And ihy dignity* 0 Messenger of God ! will not he narrowed 
through me* when the Ail Generous God shall manifest Himscli 
in His capacity as an Avenger. 

















O Soul, Don’t be lost on account of any serious lapse, however 
great it is, for grave offences when pardoned are trivial offences. 
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May the Grace of My Lord when He shall allot it will come in 
shares, in proportion to the refractoriness* 
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O my Lord f make my hopes go not in vain and make my reckoning 
free from deficiency. 
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And he Gracious to Thy servant in both the worlds, for He has 
an end u rance, when terrors call it forth. is pu 1 10 fiight« 
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And grant Thou always the showers of blessings from Thee upon 
the Prophet, pouring down ( like rain) and pouring forth . 
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As long as the breath of the east wind waves the branches oi the 
cypress, and the cameleers make the camels merry with their 
songs. 
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And on the family ( of the Prophet),his companions, then on the 
succeeding generations, men of piety, purity, clemency and 
generosity. 
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